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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director. University Relations 
Office: (2 ·1 7) 581-5981 - Home: (21 7) 348-7 553 
88-450 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
UNITED WAY HAS MEANING FOR EASTERN VOLUNTEERS 
October 4, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL--Although some area residents may not give 
much thought to the United Way when they make their contribution, 
the campaign has a special meaning for many volunteers at Eastern 
Illinois University. 
These are the folks who are spearheading Eastern's campus 
campaign to raise $22,000 for the Eastern Coles County United 
Way. 
One volunteer, Dr. Calvin Smith, has seen the personal benefits 
of United Way. Smith, an instructor in the speech communications 
department, said, "I've raised two children and they've benefitted 
from the United Way through these agencies. I like this because 
-more-
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it helps so many who would have a difficult time helping themselves. 
I'm interested in seeing the smaller agencies that have a more 
difficult time~ such as ones for women and battered children. 
I also like to see the more established ones do well, such as 
the Red Cross and Boy Scouts." 
The United Way, said Smith, "is the easiest and most efficient 
way to fund a worthwhile project without people standing there 
for handouts." 
Smith is also the advisor for the student program, of which 
Rita Nielsen and John Rossini are members. 
As an Eastern senior, John Rossini admits finding the time 
to volunteer for the campus campaign is tough. 
"Being a senior now, the work load is tougher," said Rossini. 
"I'm also involved with a couple more clubs and organizations." 
However, Rossini said, "I know of all the 25 different vital 
organizations that United Way sponsors and wanted the chance 
to help out as much as I could." 
-
For Dr. Judith Anderson, Director of Eastern's Affirmative 
Action office, this is only her second year of helping with the 
campaign. However, she said, "I have a much longer history of 
giving." 
As for motivation, Anderson said, "I know where the money 
goes. It all goes for very worthwhile causes. I'm also directly 
involved with several agencies. For instance, I'm on the board 
of directors of the Coalition Against Domestic Violence. I 
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know we couldn't possibly do this without United Way support." 
Another volunteer from the speech communications department 
is Dr. Frank Parcells. "I've always been aware of the United 
Way," said Parcells. "I saw what all was funded and decided 
it was well worth it. I decided to help and really promote 
and publicize this. There's such extremes here, from helping 
the young kids play baseball all summer to helping the elderly. 
People need help and rarely do people realize how the United 
Way helps." 
For instance, said Parcells, "In this community, there's 
a disparity between having something to do and not having anything. 
I mentioned this baseball program that's funded by United Way. 
This involves 500-700 kids. Charleston doesn't have a YMCA, 
so this gives these kids something to do when school gets out 
for the summer." Parcells is also involved with the community's 
United Way campaign. 
Another volunteer, Carol Strode, Assistant to the Director 
of Eastern's Physical Plant, has some familiarity witn United 
Way's benefits. 
"I know many of the agencies couldn't survive without these 
donations from United Way," she said. 
Strode said she has been involved with several United Way 
agencies, mainly Camp New Hope. "I'm interested in seeing how 
the United Way supports the area agencies," she said. "I've 
been involved now for eight years in this." 
-more-
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The United Way helps agencies of all kinds, which is what 
appeals to Dr. Frank Fraembs of the zoology department. 
"I like the idea that some agencies which don't have much 
chance otherwise because of their limited constituencies have 
a much greater chance with United Way, "he said. "I like the 
way they receive their allocated funds. They look at the agency's 
needs and interests and give them a chance." 
Dr. Leonard Durham, the assistant dean of arts and sciences, 
has served on the board of directors in the past. He is currently 
cooperating with the campus campaign. 
"When you see what the money does in town," said Durham, 
"and it practically all stays in town, its worthwhile. For 
instance, practically all the funding for Red Cross comes from 
United Way. Red Cross probably wouldn't be here if it weren't 
for United Way. I get satisfaction out of helping. It's really 
hard to describe. It needs to be done and somebody's got to 
do it." 
Another volunteer, Dr. Ed Corley of the economics department, 
said, "I believe in the United Way. They support a number of 
organizations that are worthy. I've worked on it for quite 
awhile but this is my first year on the board of directors. 
I really like seeing people contribute to these organizations." 
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